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PjjlJlzer wiBQ§L ESMl Greenberg savs: 

Less news is bad news 


The second annual Ark-La-Tex Journalism Institute 
focussed on the nature of news and its future, Tuesday 
in the LSUS UC Ballroom, 

Surrounded by some of Shreveport’s most prominent 
journalists, keynote speaker Paul Greenberg, Pulitzer 
Prize- winning commentator, said journalism’s direction 
should be into the past, and away from the high-color, 
low-content, USA Today-type newspapers. 

But USA Today does enjoy a very large circulation 
while most newspapers* popularity seems to be declin¬ 
ing. 

“The demand for news is still strong,” Greenberg 
said. The newspaper circulation increase is 
not keeping up with the population increase 
— so they say the newspaper is declining. 

This decline of the newspaper is due to 
deliberate decisions of business to combine 
morning and evening editions or to go out of 
business. The newspapers don’t lack readers 
—just advertisers, he said. 

Some newspapers are looking for new 
directions in journalism to increase circula¬ 
tion. Greenberg believes no new direction is 
needed. 

The Chicago Daily News was getting 
fewer papers into fewer households, 

Greenberg said. “They leapt to the conclu¬ 
sion It was our content. They said readers 
prefer games and how-to features. The old 
quality was sacrificed. Still the subscriptions 
went down. So we further diluted our quali¬ 
ty. Subscriptions sank. Some said the paper 
could still be saved if only the paper weren't 
so good. 

"1 think people still want news, advertis¬ 
ing and commentary," Greenburg finished. 

“Some say USA Today is the way of the 
future. This is insufficiently hopeful for the 
future.” 

Shreveport Times Editor Terry 
Eberie disagreed. “USA Today’s high circu¬ 
lation has shown it has reached its market. I 
think editors edit for other editors and ignore 
readers. We as editors have to start listen¬ 
ing." Both the Shreveport Times and USA 
Today are owned by Gannett. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for the 
Dallas Morning News David Hanners said, 

“I don't think there is anything wrong with 
USA Today. People read it because they 
know when they dive in, it won’t take long to 
finish a story. People read lively writing and 
we've made writing bland." 

Shreveport Journal Editor Carl 


Libeno disliked the USA Today style of newspaper. “If I 
were in an airport somewhere I’d rather pick up the 
local newspaper than USA Today. 1 agree the decline of 
the newspaper is not as great as people believe. I don’t 
think we can do any better than to go out and do the best 
we can." 

KWKH Assistant News Director Bess Maxwell said, 
“Part of the problem is that this is a fast-food genera¬ 
tion. People don't seem to have time to read.” 

KSLA Assistant News Director Yvonne Pittenger 
said, “The attitude of the public is the problem — they 
expect immediacy.” 


Can you write? 

By MATT FRAZIER 

Editor-in-chief 

Deer sur, 

Mi naim iz Moly Vote. I kneed an job and 
wood lick two wore four you're kompartcc and 
wood bee an honiste, loyall imploi..., emptoi.,,, 
imploy... er„. worker. I grauiated form LSUS, 

Tanx four tha opurtoonidy, 

Molleyc Voght 

There are too many variables for writing to 
be easy. To avoid sentence fragments and run- 
ons, it is necessary to keep track of verbs, sub¬ 
jects and other pesky parts of speech. English 
spelling is so warped only a madman or an 
English teacher can understand it, Hampered by 
alt these rules and regulations, one must be a 
genius to write an intelligible sentence. 

Modem times demand that we all be genius¬ 
es. 

Writing is now an essential survival skill. We 
must write to endorse pay-checks and get 
through school. Most importantly, we must 
write to get a good job. 

Businessmen must write reports (hat impress 
their superiors. Professors must "publish or per¬ 
ish." Scientists must be able to write up their 
discoveries to win Nobel prize money. No mat¬ 
ter what field you go into, good writing will be a 
valuable asset. 

LSUS students are spending a tremendous 
amount of money learning survive in the real 
world. Are they learning enough? Can LSUS 
graduates write well enough to win and keep a 
good job? 

This week the Almagest tries to answer (hat 
question. 

We take a look at the writing abilities of 
incoming students. We find out how LSUS 
helps those studenLs meet college writing 
demands. 

We also see how well students are taught to 
write. Are our instructors doing their job? How 
much emphasis do LSUS instructors put on 
writing skills'? What can be done to improve 
student's writing ability. What can we do to 
improve instructors’ ability to teach writing 
skills? 

Finally, the Almagest finds out how much 
juniors and seniors have learned at LSUS about 
writing. Can they write at an acceptable level? 
Did LSUS do its job? 

Turn to page six and seven to find out, 


Some said the paper could still be 
saved if only the paper weren’t so good. 
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David Hanners 
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U.S. can’t help 
free Lithuania 

Hoping to ride on the wave of glasnost and perestroika 
the tiny Baltic state of Lithuania defiantly demanded its 
freedom from the dominating Soviet Union. 

“With the help of the United States, we can do it,” said 
Lithuania’s president. Thirteen days later, just before dawn, 
Soviet tanks, armored personnel carriers and military 
trucks roared through the downtown Lithuanian capital, 
Vilnius. 

Soviet troops took over five buildings, including the 
republic’s showcase Communist Party headquarters. 
Twenty- three Lithuanian Red Army deserters were recap¬ 
tured from a psychiatric hospital, A trail of blood led down 
the hospital steps and out the front door. 

The United Nations chooses to ignore Lithuania’s plea 
for help. The United States has the courage to say strong 
words in favor of a free Lithuania. Lithuania’s burning 
desire for freedom is not satisfied with mere words. 

Will the United States, the world’s democratic beacon, 
do anything to help Lithuania’s quest for peace? Of course 
not. Should the United States do anything to help 
Lithuania’s quest for peace? Of course not. 

There are two ways America could intervene to help 
Lithuania. We could use either military or economic pressure. 

Military pressure would be stupid. America is good at 
invading small, back-water countries. But the United States 
can not play the same game with the Soviet Union. The 
stakes are far too high. We may free Lithuania, but that 
freedom would be enjoyed only by the indestructible cock¬ 
roach. Between powerful countries, the use of the military 
as a form of political pressure is no longer feasible. 
Economic pressure is the new weapon. 

A lone American economic boycott of the Soviet Union 
would only be a loss for America. As Jimmy Carter’s grain 
embargo so plainly showed, the Soviet Union can easily 
buy from someone else's store. The only way an economic 
boycott would work is if the United Nations were 
involved. The United Nations shows no signs of getting 
involved. 

So, other than some blandishment to placate the public, 
the United States will continue its current relations with the 
Soviet Union. This may be for the best. 

Trying to force any country to do anything only makes 
that country more stubborn. The Soviet Union would 
destroy ties with the entire western world rather than suffer 
the shame of being controlled. Perhaps that is the key to 
Lithuania’s problem...and the key to the Lithuania’s solution. 

Gorbachev is trying to paint the Soviet Union as a new, 
open and friendly nation. If the Soviets could allow the 
captured Baltic nations to go free, but retain or increase 
economic trade with those nations, wouldn’t that be a dou¬ 
ble feather in Gorbachev’s cap? It would be good for pub¬ 
lic relations. It would be good for economic production — 
as the Soviet Union’s trade with Finland attests. So why 
not let Lithuania go? 

Because instead of following a diplomatic route (i.e. let¬ 
ting the world think it was all the Soviets’ idea) Lithuania 
tried to force the Soviets’ hand. This only forced the 
Soviets into showing just how strong the Russian bear is. 
Once the world has been sufficiently impressed with the 
bear’s power, a Lithuanian diplomatic break may still pos¬ 
sible. Improbable. But possible. Chances are — it's already 
too late. 
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This column was written 


at the very last minute 

chocked-full of great symbol 
ism. — Yikes. 


By ROBERT HORNAK 

Staff Cartoonist/Columnist 


Assignment: Write a theme 
on the symbolism of the charac¬ 
ters in "The Scarlet Letter." 
(And it better be good!) 

OK. Symbolism. Characters. 
“Scarlet Letter.” Due tomorrow. 
What time is it? 10:19?!! I’m 
calm. I’m calm. Less than 12 
hours to write a massive 
lheme...Not so bad. It’ll all be 
over soon. I’m just gonna have 
to dive in head first, that’s all. 
Deeeep breath. Let’s do it. 

10:22 p.m.: I attempt an 
introduction, 

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s novel 
“The Scarlet Letter” is a truly 
great book.— No, no, no. 
Stupid. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne uses 
much symbolism in his truly 
great novel “The Scarlet 
Later."— Wrong. 

"The Scarlet Letter,” a novel 
by Nathaniel Hawthorne, is 


When they passed out sym¬ 
bolism to books, ‘The Scarlet 
Letter” got a load of iL — Break 
time. 

10:31 p.m.: Catch Johnny’s 
monologue on TV. 

10:39 p.m.: It was unfunny 
as usual. But, hmmmm, let’s 
see, because he’s an American 
institution (yeah, that sounds 
good) — because he’s an 
American institution I’ll keep 
watching. 

11:16 p.m.: Bob Hope 
(Johnny’s guest for the 368th 
time) is just not funny tonight. 1 
guess my paper deserves some 
more attention anyway. 

11:17 p.m.: I'll skip to the 
dreaded thesis statement 

Thesis: Hester, Dimmcsdale 
and Pearl are all cast as hopeless 
sinners whose ignominious 
activities make them feel real 
bad. — Some kind of sorry. 

Thesis: The characters in 
“The Scarlet Letter” are victims 


of their own vile natures, cor¬ 
rupted souls, and sour disposi¬ 
tions. — Lacking. 

Thesis: The symbolism in 
Hester Prynne’s character is 
revealed progressively through 
the functional life she leads, 
through the clothes she wears 
and through the daughter she 
has. — Eye rest 

As my head rests atop my 
desk, 1 marvel at the persistence 
of my procrastination. To think 
that I, a grown teen-ager, still 
wait until the last possible 
minute to get an unwanted task 
over with. Have I not learned 
that putting things off only pro¬ 
longs my agony, only lengthens 
my pain, only extends my suf¬ 
fering? Oh, the rut that is home 
to me! Can escape be achieved; 
can time be altered; can a sax- 
ophlkslzxtgbpqlrzt- 
mzzzzzzzzz. 


2:08 a.m.: Holy cow! 
Mmmph. Oh, this can wait til 7. 

Where’s that pillow? 

LETTERS POLICY 

The Almagest requests 
your reactions through 
Letters to the Editor. 

Letters should be typed 
and double-spaced. They 
should be turned in to the 
Almagest office, bh 344, 
by noon on the Tuesday 
preceding the Friday 
publication date. 

Obscene, libelous, and 
anonymous letters will not 
be published. 

We reserve the right to 
edit all letters. 



Editor-In-Chief.Matt Frazier 

Managing Editor.......-...Kevin Flowers 

Photographer.Larry Merrell 

Staff Reporters.Sandy Grlgson 

Randy James 
Kay Winn Ingham 


Cartoonist... 
Ad Manager 
Advisor. 
Printer.. 
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....Robert Homak 

Pat Brooks 
George Sytvte 
Bossier Press-Tribune 
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Letter to the Editor: 

“Scared little boy” returns fire 


I find it interesting to note 
that upon receiving the first 
trace of criticism for a job poor¬ 
ly done, the opinion surfer that 
presently occupies the SGA 
president’s office has finally 
seen fit to insult me personally. 
Or. more accurately. Royal 
Alexander’s lackeys have pres¬ 
sured him to try to stand up to 
the first person that has made an 
effort to show him up for what 
he really is. 

Mr. Alexander, just because 
I don’t run with the small, self- 
deluding clique that worships 
you, does not mean that I have 
no right to speak up and criti¬ 
cize you for your shortcomings. 
You see, I speak for many well- 
intentioned people on this cam¬ 
pus. The students have been ill- 
served this year, and large num¬ 
bers of them know it - while the 
rest are not even aware of your 
existence. 

Ask yourself this. Royal: 
after a year of listlessncss, why 
do you come out swinging like 
a Libyan strongman at the first 
sign of disagreement with your 
non-program? Are you really 
that proud of yourself? 

Mr. President, when you live 
in a glass house you are not 


supposed to throw rocks. Didn’t 
anybody ever teach you that? 

Royal, let me assure you and 
the rest of the students that I am 
very positive about the ‘"poten¬ 
tial and direction of this 
school,” and that my legitimate 
concerns about you and your 
efforts this year do not translate 
into a blanket condemnation of 
the SGA. To be sure, if the insti¬ 
tution has rotted at the top, one 
has to worry about the rest of it, 
but hopefully you will not leave 
permanent scars. 

Go ahead and pat yourself 
on the back about the imple¬ 
mentation of the NCAA 
Division III Athletic Program. 
You did not have anything to do 
with it, buddy. I remember very 
well how flaccid you were on 
the issue last fall. When asked 
about your opinion on it, you 
responded that you would “have 
to see how the Senate felt about 
it,” or something along those 
lines. That is the tail wagging 
the dog. It is not leadership. It is 
due to the efforts of Chancellor 
Bogue that we have an athletics 
program. 

The “temporary” discontinu¬ 
ation of the book exchange was 
indeed one of your low points. 


It had better be temporary. The 
fact is, it should never have 
been discontinued. If you are 
having problems with the 
staffing system, then change the 
staffing system. If you do not 
have a manager, then it is time 
for the SGA president and vice 
president to roll up their shirt¬ 
sleeves and run it themselves. 
That has been done before. That 
is why the president and vice 
president actually get a state 
paycheck, an office, and a sec¬ 
retary - so they can work for the 
students. It docs not really mat¬ 
ter what the problem is - you are 
supposed to get done what 
needs doing. If heads need to 
roil, if rules need to be changed, 
then do it and stop making 
excuses. 

The fact is, gutting out the 
book exchange is costing the 
students money. It is costing the 
students many thousands of dol¬ 
lars in book money, and you 
have dried up an important 
source of revenue for the 
Student Loan Fund. A couple of 
years ago, I set up a program 
whereby a percentage of the 
revenues from the book 
exchange were placed in the 
fund’s account. The first 


semester we did this, almost a 
thousand dollars went into the 
fund. Those days are gone, and 
it is high lime that someone gets 
this going once again. 

Royal, you gave the students 
the shaft when you took away 
their book exchange, and 
reduced the chances for those 
who are pressed against the wall 
to get a desperately needed stu¬ 
dent loan. How can you be so 
self-righteous in the face of this? 

These are real people Royal, 
with real needs that should be 
met These are not the frivolous, 
privileged few that can afford to 
go to Florida over spring break 
every year for fun in the sun and 
tawdry one-night stands, and 
they do not spend their time 
back home keeping up with 
where the hottest party is going 
to be. These are the people that 
work hard, constantly keeping 
their noses to the grindstone, 
and they do not appreciate your 
indifference to them. Had you 
geared your administration 
toward helping out the humble 
majority, and produced some 
concrete results, rather than 
catering to this powder-puff 
crowd that I just mentioned, 
then I do not believe anyone 


could have found fault with 
you. I do not even know you 
well enough to tell which group 
you belong to - but I do have a 
good fix on the direction that 
your administration took, and I 
am judging it accordingly. 

All I know is this, pal: You 
are lucky that you did not have 
to stand for re-election. You-are 
fortunate that you were not run¬ 
ning a corporation, because you 
would have been fired. And if 
you had even been digging a 
ditch with the same amount of 
heart that you put into your 
presidency, then some burly 
foreman would have come and 
kicked you square in the butt. 
That is the way life is. It can get 
real tough for those who are 
unprepared. 

I will tell you what, Royal: 
Isf this bothers you to the extent 
that you want to hurl some more 
insults my way, or sue me, or 
dump garbage in my front yard, 
or whatever, then why don’t you 
compare my record to yours? I 
may not have been perfect, but 
at least I have a record. 

Clayton Rowe 

SGA President 1987-88 

Liberal Arts Graduate Student 


Career Center offers lots of help 


As reflected in your cover¬ 
age of the question-and-answer 
session with Dean Cook and 
College of Business students, 
too many LSUS students are 
under the mistaken impression 
that on-campus interviewing is 
the only program offered by the 
Career Center to help seniors 
find employment. We have 
numerous ways other than inter¬ 
views to help seniors. 

Nationally, only about 12 
percent of college graduates get 
their first job through on-cam- 
pus interviews. Other resources 
including national job listings, 
local job listings and corporate 
directories are often effective. 
The fact is, however, that most 
of the complaints about the on- 
campus interview schedule 
come from students who have 
not used the Career Center. 
They see a listing of the compa¬ 
nies somewhere around campus 
and when the list is small or 
docs not include their particular 
major, they dismiss the Career 
Center without ever finding out 
about its other services. 

I would love to be able to 
double or triple the 70 or so 


interviews that arc scheduled 
every year. Unfortunately, we 
are caught in a numbers game. 
Companies decide to spend the 
money to recruit based on their 
anticipated personnel needs and 
the supply of applicants neces¬ 
sary to fill the positions. 
Interviewing and the academic 
majors recruited therefore 
depend on supply and demand 
and the employers alone decide 
strictly on the basis of need. 

Where LSUS has a disad¬ 
vantage in attracting more 
national companies is not in the 
quality of our graduates, but in 
the quantity. Although I actively 
recruit employers and maintain 
regular contact with over 100 of 
them, most large companies 
concentrate on recruiting at 
campuses where they can be 
assured of interviewing large 
numbers of qualified seniors. 
Our problem is that we only 
graduate 30 or 40 people each 
year in most majors. Perhaps 
only half of those graduates use 

the Career Center and of those 
perhaps half cannot relocate for 
one reason or another. That 
leaves us with only eight to ten 


graduates per year in any one 
major that are possible candi¬ 
dates for a national company. 
Few companies can afford to 
pay the travel and other expens¬ 
es to interview fewer than one 
full day’s interview schedule, 
no matter how outstanding 
those few graduates might be. 

One way to overcome this 
problem is for every graduation 
candidate seeking employment 
to register with the Career 
Center and to interview with all 
of those organizations which do 
come to campus. The more ( 
qualified candidates that I can 
show to an employer, the better 
the chances that I can convince , 
them to try LSUS. Once organi¬ 
zations schedule interviews, 
however, wc must have quali¬ 
fied seniors sign up and inter¬ 
view or they will not come 
back. 

Besides on-campus inter¬ 
views, the Career Center has 
several other ways to help 
seniors. A new service will be 
added next Sept. 18 when 
SEED begins. SEED (Stu¬ 
dent/Employer Exchange Day) 
will be a combination job fair 


for seniors and alumni and a 
career day for all other students. 
Over 100 employers, both local 
and national, have been invited 
to participate. SEED will pro¬ 
vide seniors with an opportunity 
to distribute resumes to and talk 
with employers about career 
possibilities. Other students will 
be able to explore occupations 
with various employers and ask 
questions about the organiza¬ 
tions. 

The bottom line is that the 


Career Center offers mum mure 
help than just on-campus inter¬ 
views. While 1 am always work¬ 
ing to increase the number of 
employers visiting LSUS, sen¬ 
iors can profit by utilizing all of 
the services available to them. 
Also, it is best if they do not 
wail until their last semester 
before visiting the Care Center. 


Bill Stowe, Director 
Career Planning & Placement 


Southwestern Paralegal Institute 


Considering law school? 

Would you like ... 

/ A preparatory course in law? 

^Training that can give you a job while you attend law school? 
^Training that will give you a career as a legal assistant’ 

For information and an application call or write: 

Southwestern Paralegal Institute 

4868 Wert Loop Central Drive, Suite 800, Houaton 77081 

1 - 800 - 633-8967 

Texas' oldest and targes: paralegal training program approved ty the American Bar Association 
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question of the week 


Favorite teachers, part II 


For last week’s issue of the ALMAGEST, several 
students were asked what courses and which instruc¬ 
tors they would recommend to those who may be 
unfamiliar with the LSUS faculty. Your response was 
overwhelming. We can see why. 

Though all LSUS instructors are great —• it seems 
some instructors are greater than others. Since find¬ 
ing the right instructor is so important to a successful 
academic career, the ALMAGEST fell it was our 
duty to give students a little help. 

Susan Waterman, junior computer science major, 
recommended taking Dr. Don Smith, mathematics 
professor, for any of the math classes because “he's 
interested in students as individuals.” For those inter¬ 
ested in history, Wisterman said Dr. Ann McLaurin, 
professor and chairman of the history and political 
science department, is the best no take. “Her classes 
are interesting." 

Mike Jones, junior physical therapy major, said 
for chemistry classes. Dr. Wayne Gustavson, associ¬ 
ate professor of chemistry, can’t be beat. “He’s very 
fair." 

For anyone taking math, Jones recommended Dr. 
Charles Johnson, associate professor of mathematics, 
because “He spends quality time with each student.” 

Lisa Loftin, senior public relations major, said 
Done Larue, assistant professor of English, is a good 
choice for those who must take English 216. “She 
seems to be knowledgeable and enlightening about 
the subject.” 

Chris Stokes, junior history major, recommended 
taking Dr. Milton Finley, history professor, for any of 
the history classes. “He’s friendly and likes to get to 
know his students,” Stokes said, adding, “I respect 
him.” 

Perry Franklin, freshman art major, also said 
Finley is a good teacher to take because “he tells 
interesting stories and makes the class fun.” 

Lee Terry, senior without a major, put in another 


vote for Finley, “He’s fair in his grading. If you do 
the work, you shouldn’t have any trouble passing his 
courses,” Terry said. 

Mary Carriere, sophomore marketing major, rec¬ 
ommended taking Robot Aalberts, associate profes¬ 
sor of management and marketing because 
“He’s a great teacher. He jokes around with the stu¬ 
dents and makes his classes interesting," she said, 
adding, “I love his classes.” 

Jacqueline Caldwell, freshman business major, 
said for those taking English, Dr. Patricia Bates, asso¬ 
ciate professor and chairman of the English depart¬ 
ment, is a good choice because “She goes out of ho 
way to help students.” 

Jim Rolfs, senior accounting major, listed among 
his favorite teachers such names as Don Bennett, 
assistant professor and chairman of accounting; Larry 
Clark, dean and associate professor of business: Dr. 
Carlos Spaht, mathematics professor; Steve White, 
accounting instructor, Gary Boucher, physics instruc¬ 
tor, and Robert Aalberts in marketing. Rolfs said the 
thing that makes these teachers special is that they 
are "good communicators” and are able to "generate 
enthusiasm in getting the material across to stu¬ 
dents.” 

Lance Rolland, junior psychology major; said for 
Math 121, the best teacher to take is Dr. Don Smith, 
mathematics professor, because “He explains things 
well and he’s fair to the students.” 

And the final student lo answer the question, Clint 
Fuller, senior education major, said the teachers he 
would recommend would be Finley because “He’s 
fair and very interesting;” Dr. Iris Johnson, assistant 
professor of mathematics, because “She doesn’t mind 
helping when you’re having a problem;” and Dr. Ron 
Byrd, dean and professor of the College of 
Education, because he “takes the time to explain 
things to you.” 

We hope this random survey has been helpful. 



Susan Wisterman ■» 




The 4th 

Great Louisiana 
Trash Bash 
March 31,1990 

A reminder from the Office of Litter Control & Recycling 
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student opinion / 


Louisiana needs gun control 


By ELLEN JARRATT 
Coniributing Writer 

In May 1989, California 
became the first state to ban the 
sale of semi-automatic weapons. 
At the same lime Louisiana 
killed a similar bill. The 
"Sportsman’s Paradise” proba¬ 
bly will be the last state to 

implement any kind of gun con¬ 
trol. It seems that legislators 
from our rural areas cannot 
understand the problems of vio¬ 
lent crimes in Louisiana's 
metropolitan areas. 

And although an earlier poll 
showed 68 percent of Shreve¬ 
port and Bossier residents 
believed there should be a ban 
on the sale of semi-automatic 
weapons while only 18 percent 
were in opposition, the sup¬ 
posed “representatives” of the 
people vote in a way only help¬ 
ful to themselves. 

Last year, one out of eight 
Louisiana representatives voted 
in favor of including a provision 
for a seven-day waiting period 
for the purchase of handguns. 
The game of politics seems to 
control our politicians and force 
their votes on some, if not all, 
issues. With such a powerful 
lobbyist as the NR A, many 
politicians cannot help but feel 
threatened when it comes time to 
vote for or against gun control. 

No one wants to lose his or 


her job. 

But in Shreveport, where jobs 
also are a problem, there’s a big¬ 
ger problem. Shreveport is home 
to at least 500 gang members. 

Isn’t that comforting? 

As we lie awake in bed lis¬ 
tening to the sounds of the 
night, we wonder, “Is that just 
this old house creaking, or is 
someone trying to break in?” 

We lie there ever so quiet¬ 
ly, trying not to 


rapidly spreading disease? 

The Martin Luther King area 
in Shreveport has become syn¬ 
onymous with drive-by shoot¬ 
ings and crack houses. The peo¬ 
ple of this area say crime 
chokes the area. Recently, only 
one business in that area has 
fared well - a weld¬ 
ing shop which 
makes 



making the purchase of 
weapons illegal, but it should 
mean having some sort of 
restrictions and enforcing them. 

The National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion says the Second Amend¬ 
ment calls for everyone to have 
the right to keep and bear arms. 

But anyone with 
any kind of edu¬ 
cation realizes 
this 
referred to 
citizens of 
t h e 
fledgling 
United 
Slates 
con- 


make a sound ... because if it is 
a burglar or rapist, either they'll 
think we’re asleep or no one is 
home. This is what the residents 
of Shreveport have to worry 
about these days. 

Gangs with their ever-so-pop- 
ular drive-by shootings have 
become the norm. Not only are 
people moving out of Shrcvcpon 
because of the dying economy, 
they're leaving because of the 
violence. But Shreveport’s eco¬ 
nomical depression and violence 
go hand-in-hand like James Dean 
and leather jackets. Because of 
unemployment, gangs and drug 
usage have grown. 

Is there anything we can do 
about it? Or is it already out of 
our hands, growing as fast as a 


burglar-proof bars 
for windows. 

Other businesses 
are now closing 
before dark 
because it’s not 
feasible for them 
to stay open - customers are too 
scared to go anywhere at night. 

It’s unbelievable it took until 
August 1988 for police to 
acknowledge the existence of 
street gangs here. Since that 
time, the rate of homicides has 
increased by 59 percent. In 62 
percent of those homicides, a 
handgun was used. This should 
tell us something. 

Why not have some sort of 
gun control? That doesn’t mean 


w *• 

stantly had to 
protect their property from the 
British. Everyone at that time 
had to be in the militia to pro¬ 
tect us because there weren't 
many people in the colonies at 
that time. 

Finally, in 1939, the Su¬ 
preme Court ruled that sawed- 
off shotguns weren’t protected 
by the Constitution. We should 
think so. Sawed-off shotguns 
aren't the type of weapons used 
in the military. They’re used for 


one reason and one reason only 
- mutilation. 

Any kind of gun needs to be 
controlled. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
a B.B. gun or a semi-automatic 
weapon. If it can be used to harm, 
then it needs to be controlled. 

The simplest, most effective 
way for controlling guns is 
implementing a seven-day wait¬ 
ing period as proposed by the 
Brady Bill. Named after Sarah 
Brady, the wife of disabled 
White House press secretary 
Jim Brady, this bill would 
require handgun purchasers to 
provide the gun dealer with 
their name and address. This 
information then would be sent 
to the local police. Within seven 
days the police would check if 
the purchaser was a convicted 
felon or was otherwise baned 
by law from owning a gun. 

This “cooling off’ period 
certainly would cut down on the 
frequent spontaneous murder 
we have in this area. And 
although someone would 
scream that their rights were 
being violated, what about 
havingeveryonc undergo some 
sort of proficiency exam in 
order to buy a gun? Look at the 
deranged man who slaughtered 
five school children and wound¬ 
ed 30 others in Stockton, Calif. 
He was carrying an AK-47 
assault rifle. 

He never should have had a 
gun. 


Wanna write about Campus Events and get paid for it? 

Join the ALMAGEST Staff 

Positions available for Fall Semester: Photographer, Reporter. 

Pick up your application in BH344. 
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writing 


Writing papers is painful 


By KEVIN FLOWERS 

Managing Editor 

There are many phrases, 
such as pop-quiz, comprehen¬ 
sive exam, and “I don’t grade 
on die curve,” which strike ter¬ 
ror in the hearts of every stu¬ 
dent 

But perhaps the term stu¬ 
dents hate the most, the one 
which makes them wish spring 
break could last forever, is the 
phrase —research paper.” 

No task is so loathed as the 
job of finding source material 
and trying to work it into a 
coherent paper. 

Yet, while many complain of 
such a chore, most students feel 
they are receiving a better educa¬ 
tion because of such assignments. 

Tony Sabin, marketing 
senior, feels that although many 
writing requirements “take a lot 
of time," they are worth the 
effort. "You leant a lot when 
you have to write things down,” 
he said, adding, “But the 
instructors definitely make you 
work. I’ve already had to do IS 
papers this semester.” 

Larry Clark, dean of the 
College of Business, said he 
knows how much time and 
effort go into completing a writ¬ 
ing assignment, but added “We 
would rather have students 
busy, than feeling like they’re 
not getting a good education.” 

He said those faculty in the 
College of Business continually 
emphasize the importance of 
writing. “There is some type of 
required writing in most every 
course* 


While business students 
must take English 105 and 115, 
like all other students, Clark 
said some want to put-off the 
classes. “We intentionally hassle 
students to go ahead and get 
these classes out of the way so 
they can advance to the higher 
level courses." 

Lyle Cook, dean of the 
College of Sciences, said that 
although there are many writing 
requirements in science, they 
differ according to the student’s 
major. “Writing a computer pro¬ 
gram may be somewhat differ¬ 
ent than writing out a mathe¬ 
matics equation, but both are 


important.” 

Though Cook said there are 
no set rules regarding the 
amount of writing teachers may 
assign, he added, “We believe in 
building-up students* writing 
skills. We have a commitment 
to helping them with their writ¬ 
ten work." 

Dr. Ron Byrd, dean of the 
College of Education, also said 
that although his department has 
no formal policy dealing with 
writing requirements, “The fac¬ 
ulty has a good grasp of how 
they should be helping students 
with writing.” 


relations major, agreed that 
improving writing skills is 
important “I’m glad they make 
you write a lot. It can only help 
you once you graduate.” 

While she feels the amount 
of required writing should be 
increased in some curricula. 
Cloud said she had difficulty in 
making the transition between 
journalistic and English style 
writing. “Some of the English 
teachers don’t like journalism’s 
writing style and they’ll give 
you a bad grade if you use it on 
papers you write for them.” 

Chairman of the Commun¬ 
ications Department, Dr. Dalton 


work 

Cloud, said that having good 
writing skills is important 
regardless of the field of study. 
"When a student approaches his 
senior year and can’t write 
coherently, he demonstrates that 
he has failed.” 

He said the communications 
department reached a consensus 
that having items such as essay 
questions on tests was vital in 
helping enhance students’ writ¬ 
ing ability. “We do require 
extensive writing in communi¬ 
cations, and I don't feel our 
expectations are unreasonable.” 

Dr. Wilfred Guerin, vice- 
chancellor of academic affairs, 
and Dr. Gale Bridger, associate 
vice-chancellor of academic 
affairs, agreed with Cloud. 

“I’m in favor of having as 
much writing as teachers can 
grade. We become like monkeys 
if we can’t use words correctly,” 
Guerin said, adding, “What 
bothers me is seniors saying 
they’ve gone through college 
without having to do much writ¬ 
ing” 

Bridger said the importance 
of good writing skills should 
“never be underestimated.” For 
this reason, she feels the writing 
requirements placed upon stu¬ 
dents is not unreasonable. 

But Guerin stressed that stu¬ 
dents’ writing skills is not only 
a concern at LSUS, but has 
spread nationwide. “Schools 
around the country have been 
pushing the idea of enhancing 
and refining writing tech¬ 
niques,” he said, adding, “The 
entire society needs to realize 
just how important this is.” 



Remedial course work a must 


By BELINDA ROBINSON 

Contributing Writer 


Each semester many stu¬ 
dents are placed in a remedial 
writing class — whether they 
like it or not. Those students 
must pass the class if they 
intend progress to upper level 
class work. 

Dr. Nancy Wilhelmi, acting 
English chairwoman, said stu¬ 
dents are placed in remedial 
classes to build skills needed for 
upper level writing work. Most 
students become angry when 
they find out they must take the 
class because they don’t get 


credit for it, she said. However, 
students don’t realize that the 
upper level courses are much 
more difficult without the skills 
obtained in the remedial class, 
she added. 

“We are actually trying to 
protect them (students) from 
failing,” Wilhelmi said. 

According to the 1989 LSUS 
catalog, the English 005 writing 
course stresses proficiency in 
composition, includes a review 
of grammar and spelling, and 
introduces students to reading. 
This semester, 143 students are 
taking at least one remedial class. 

Dr. Patricia Bates, English 
chairwoman on leave, said any 


professor “especially interested 
in woridng with developmental 
students” can teach the remedial 
courses. 

If students do poorly on the 
writing section of the proficien¬ 
cy exam taken at the sophomore 
level, they are encouraged to 
take writing courses to strength¬ 
en their writing, Bates said. 

Some students believe all 
college students should take 
writing courses in order to learn 
how to write. 

Rebecca Barrington, crimi¬ 
nal justice junior, said, “I think 
they (remedial writing courses) 
are quite necessary because 
there is so much writing 


requited in college. However, I 
think it should depend on your 
major (when it comes to) how 
many writing courses you have 
to take.” 

Brenda Price, computer sci¬ 
ence senior said, “I think every¬ 
one should know how to write 
before getting out in the busi¬ 
ness world. There are execu¬ 
tives out there who can’t put 
together a complete sentence. 
-That is pathetic.” 

Two other remedial writing 
classes have been dropped 
because they are never offered: 
English 005E and Communi¬ 
cations 009. English 005E has 
the same purpose as 005 but is 


offered to foreign students. No 
one has ever taken this course. 

Communications 009 allows 
students to earn credit in partic¬ 
ular areas desired in of the fol¬ 
lowing modules: listening, non¬ 
verbal communication, and 
communication apprehension. 
Each module takes about five 
weeks to complete. 

Dr. Dalton Cloud, communi¬ 
cations chairman, said this 
course has been dropped 
because he fell it wasn’t needed 
and it is never offered anymore. 
Abo, the requirements for 
remedial work have changed 
since the course was developed, 
he said. 
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Teachers’ opinion of writing varies 



Dr. Merrell Knighten phm by tony Moron 


By RANDY JAMES 

Staff Reporter 

LSUS students write well, 
say some students and profes¬ 
sors. 

Dr. Merrell Knighten, 
English professor, said LSUS 
students are good writers, but 
that their writing skills don’t 
improve much after their fresh¬ 
man year. 

“Most of our students will 
have had experience in research 
techniques,” Knighten said," 
but they can use a little more by 
the junior and senior level. 
Their organization and use of 
evidence is workable; however, 
most of them are in need of a 
writing style.” 

Knighten said many upper¬ 
classmen don’t have smooth, 
graceful styles. He also said 
some still have to learn to write 
coherently. 

But Dr. Donald Sanderson, 
philosophy professor, said stu¬ 
dents’ writing skills have 
declined for the past five years. 

“In their sentence structure, 
paragraph structure, the sophis¬ 
tication of words used and in 
the overall organization of 
papers assigned, there has been 
a decline,” Sanderson said. 

Sanderson hopes the trend 
will stop, but said so far it 
hasn’t. 

“I’ve had two or three stu¬ 
dents win awards for some of 
their papers,” he said, “but I 
haven’t had papers worth sub¬ 
mitting for the past few years.” 

Sanderson also said that the 
quality of higher education has 
declined. Louisiana over the 
past decade let its educational 
system decay, and students suf¬ 
fer because of it, he said. 

“The University system in 
this state, salary-wise,” said 
Sanderson, “is 31 percent below 
the regional average, and it is 
taking its toll because we do not 
attract the high quality of teach¬ 
ers we’ve had.” 

Sanderson said many 
Louisiana teacheis, both college 
and elementary and secondary, 
leave the state or retire because 
of our education woes. 
Louisiana, said Sanderson, isn’t 
attracting the most capable stu¬ 
dents. 

“We have no funds for books 


in the library, travel to conven¬ 
tions, nor for the institution, 
itself.” Sanderson said. “Look at 
the political history of the state 
— people of the state have 
promised time and lime again 
for certain things, and they 
don’t deliver.” 

Sanderson said since LSUS 
doesn’t have money for basic 
supplies, we don't have even the 
minimum to do anything to 
enhance students’ skills. 

“When we began,” he said, 
“we at least had the basic neces¬ 
sities, but now we don’t have 
that.” 

Dr. James Sabin, education 
professor, said LSUS students’ 
writing skills are average to 
above-average. 

“I think that when we find 
the good students they are out¬ 
standing writers,” Sabin said. 

Sabin said students need to 
improve their elaborative and 
descriptive writing skills. He 
said relatively little is done at 
the undergraduate level to teach 
writing, yet LSUS students 
compare well to other university 
students. 

Sabin said some students 
write well and others don’t. 

“I think that the amount of 
writing the students do con¬ 
tributes to their weaknesses or 
strengths,” he said. “Students 
should naturally improve as 
they write more often.” 

Mary Zimmerman, English 
major, said her grades reflect 
her writing skills. 

“I had no writing skills 
before 1 enrolled at LSUS,” 
Zimmerman said, “and I don’t 
always make the grades that I 
would like to make. However, 1 
feel that my writing is graded 
fairly” 

Zimmerman said students 
should focus on writing well, 
taking creative writing and 
higher-level courses. She said 
writing courses should be 
offered through the senior level. 

‘Today our society does not 
encourage students to develop 
good writing skills,” she said, 
"because they have the TV, 
video cassette recorder and the 
telephone. Other disciplines 
should require more than 12 
hours of English, such as gram¬ 
mar and technical writing in the 


humanities.” 

Zimmerman said many 
majors don’t go beyond the 
sophomore English level. As a 
result, she said, students don’t 
develop sufficient writing skills. 

Zimmerman said the English 
department has the highest level 
of excellence at LSUS, 

“Many of the students at 
LSUS,” she said, “arc accepted 
and appreciated into the work 
force, business arena, graduate 
and masters programs because 


of their standard of excellence 
in writing.” 

Jill Dillingham, business 
major, said every grade is a mat¬ 
ter of the instructor’s personal 
opinion. 

“For one, a lot of teachers do 
not pin-point what they want 
you to do,” Dillingham said. 
“They put a piece of paper in 
front of you and say ‘Write.’ 
No one teaches grammar or 
style any more.” 

Dillingham said she thinks 


she writes well, but she’s not 
really concerned with writing. 

“It’s not a waste of time,” 
she said, “but I’m a business 
major, and 1 don’t think it is as 
necessary. I understand what 
I'm trying to say.” 

Dillingham also said LSUS 
English instructors are good, but 
she feels there should be more 
discussion of students’ writing 
skills. She said brainstorming 
helps students get their points 
across to the instructors. 



photo by Lorry Morrolt 
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Economic students top one third 


By RANDY JAMES 
Staff Reporter 

LSUS economic students 
scored in the top one-third of all 
students taking the Corporation 
Finance exam last spring. 
According to the chairperson of 
the economics and finance 
department, the faculty are quite 
proud of the students 1 rank on 
the exam. 

Dr. Luvonia Casperson, eco¬ 
nomics and finance chair, said 
she was very pleased with the 
students' success. "We have a 
good group of students and I 
think that their performance on 
the exam indicates the quality 
of the students. 11 

She said the students 1 suc¬ 
cess reflects favorably on the 
economics department, espe¬ 
cially in finance because it 
shows that the department is 
doing a good job of instructing 
the students. Also, Casperson 
thinks the faculty is "No. L” 
"You really can't have quality 
like this without good input 
from the faculty and the stu¬ 
dents," she said. "Both (faculty 
and students) deserve credit for 
diis" 

Dean Lawrence Clark, busi¬ 
ness dean, said that he was real 


Bret Fundraiserg Qn C e mpu? 

Is your fraternity, sorority or dub 
interested in earning $1000.00+ for 
a one week on-campus marketing 
project? You must be well- 
organized and hard working. Call 
Ken or Myra at (800)592-2121. 


ADOPTION: College edu¬ 
cated couple have abundant 
love and laughter in our 
home. We long to bring a 
newborn into our family. Call 
collect (213) 656-6094. 


A FREE a p fl t iww B CALL¬ 

ING. PLUS RAISE UP TO $1,700 
IN ONLY 10 DAYS. 

Student groups, frats and sororities 
needed tor marking project on 
camDLJs.Fpr details plus your 
FREE GIFT, Group officers call 
1-800-765-8475 Ell. 50. 


Would you like to 
offer Discover Credit 
cards? Are you 
available for only a 
few hours/week? If 
so, call 1-800-932- 
0528, ext. 14. We’ll 
pay you as much as 
$10.00/ hr. Only 10 
positions available. 


proud of the economic students’ 
performance. "I think that the 
students get a solid education in 
the classroom as well as in other 
educational studies.” Clark 
added that the economics 
department is quite fortunate 
because four instructors in the 
department who have been there 
for at least 10 years. “They 
(instructors) have brought a 
wealth of knowledge and expe¬ 
rience into the classroom for the 
students.” 

Dr. Melvin Haiju, economics 
professor, said he has known for 
a long time that they have had 
good students, "It shows that 
the economic and finance 
department within the college 
and the University has done 
exceptionally well with few 
resources that we have," he 
said. Harju added that they have 
a committed faculty and good 
students. 

LSUS participated in the 
Held testing of the New York’s 
Regents College/ACT PEP 
Examinations. The 28 partici¬ 
pating institutions included the 
University of Missouri, 



Wisconsin, Hawaii and 
Southwestern Louisiana, as well 


Dr. Lawrence Clark 

as Sam Houston Slate, 
Christopher Newport College, 
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Millsaps and Kansas Slate. 
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Commercial National Hank. 
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Fair Park students take LSUS 


By SANDY GRIGSON 
Staff Reporter 

Students from Fair Park 
High School arrived last Friday 
for a day-long, get-acquainted 
tour of the facilities. 

“The students are part of 
what we call our American 
Studies program. They are 
enrolled in American history 
and English courses,” said Jean 
Ware, Fair Park assistant princi¬ 
pal of instruction. 

According to Dr. Mary 
McBride, liberal arts dean, the 
idea fen 1 the campus visit result¬ 
ed from the participation by 
Fair Park students in the 
American Studies forum held 
on the University campus last 
year. Representatives from the 
University met afterward with 
Ware and four Fair Park teach¬ 
ers to determine what type of 
program students would be 
interested in. 

Previously, LSUS sent repre¬ 
sentatives to area schools to 
promote the campus and cur¬ 
riculum. The new approach 
allows prospective students to 
get a first-hand lot* at the cam¬ 
pus and to visit classrooms, 
writing labs, the library and UC. 

“We tend to fear the 
unknown,” McBride said. 
“We’re trying to make the 
unknown known.” 


Students were counseled by 
deans of each college, represen¬ 
tatives from the adm issions and 
financial aid offices. They were 
also introduced to the internship 
and athletic programs. 

“It was very successful," 
said Sura P. Rath, associate pro¬ 
fessor of English and assistant 
to the vice chancellor of aca¬ 
demic affairs. “I think the deans 
registered a very coherent pre¬ 
sentation of their schools. I 
think the students had a sense of 
meeting people face to face.” 

In an effort to attract stu¬ 
dents who traditionally go else¬ 
where, the school-college pro¬ 
gram will be expanded to 
include other area schools next 
year. The program has virtually 
no cost attached to it and is an 
excellent way to reach students. 
Rath said. 

Last week Rath mailed let¬ 
ters explaining the program and 
inviting 34 nearby high schools 
to participate next year. Future 
plans may include extending the 
program to junior colleges in 
parts of Texas and Arkansas. 

“It’s a great opportunity to 
come to LSUS,” said Dana 
Young, Fair Park junior. 

Young and her friend 
Shannon Kelly both plan to 
enter LSUS following high 
school graduation. Both young 
women are currently enrolled in 


the medical magnet program at 
Fair Park and will be majoring 
in biology and pre-med. 

Academic excellence was 
touted as the primary reason 
that students should attend 
LSUS. 

“Because you are good stu¬ 
dents, you will be bombarded 
with information during the 
summer from different col¬ 
leges,” said Zenobia Hikes, 
assistant director of admissions 
and student recruitment 


“We are serious in the class¬ 
room,” Hikes said. In assessing 
colleges, Hikes stressed that stu¬ 
dents should examine the facul- 
ty-to-studem ratio, the educa¬ 
tional backgrounds of the facul¬ 
ty and type of information 
learned at the University. 

Seventy-five percent of the 
teachers at LSUS have their 
Ph.D.s and the student-teacher 
ratio is about 18 to one. All that 
contributes to the quality and 
type of information learned 


while at LSUS. 

Rath and McBride agree that 
the school-college program is a 
useful tool in introducing high 
school students to college life. 
Groups in the future, limited to 
25 students and a maximum of 
two schools per month will be 
organized through the office of 
academic affairs. 


We're trying to make 
the unknown known. 
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critic’s corner 


Ricardo’s, Don Carlos reviewed 


By KAY WINDING HAM 
Staff Reporter 

Many people in the 
Shreveport-Bossier area enjoy 
good Mexican food and know 
where to find it. Wc have an 
assortment of Mexican restau¬ 
rants to choose from — 
Nttky’s, HI Chico’s, Superior 
Bar and Grill, Trejo’s, 

There is one wonderful 
Mexican restaurant which never 
receives much acclaim. 
Ricardo’s Mexican Restaurant 
is located at 620 Marshall 
Street. Il doesn't have a very 
appealing appearance from the 
outside. In fact it is somewhat 


of a hole-in-the-wall. But if you 
can get past that fact, and go 
inside, you will find that the 
food is fresh and very tasty. 
Also the atmosphere is clean 
and friendly, and the service is 
fast and courteous. 

The menu offers all the tradi¬ 
tional items found in Mexican 
restaurants. Prices range from 
around S3.50 to S6.00. 
Recommended selections are 
the nachos deluxe, taco salad, 
bum to and combination plate. 
Unlike many other Mexican 
restaurants, Ricardo’s ground 
beef is fresh and spiced to per¬ 
fection. The hot sauce is some 
of the best I have ever tasted. 


The downtown location is 
only open for lunch from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mr. Ricardo 
recently opened his restaurant at 
a new location, 3110 Bert 
Kourts Industrial Loop, which is 
open for dinner from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. on week nights, and until 
10 p.m. on weekends. 

The new location offers a 
larger selection. The chicken 
fajitas are great. The combina¬ 
tion platter wkh nachos, que- 
sadillas and fried taquitos is 
good to split between people for 
an appetizer. The margaritas 
can’t compare to Superior’s, but 
they are pretty tasty. 

On the other end of the scale 


is a Mexican restaurant on 
Barksdale Boulevard in Bossier 
called Don Carlos. I heard peo¬ 
ple talking about how good the 
food is at this restaurant, so 
being a great fan of Mexican 
food, I decided to give it a try. 

Much to my surprise, it 
turned out to be the worse 
Mexican food I have ever eaten. 
I ordered the bean and cheese 
nachos, thinking it was a safe 
choice, since it is pretty hard to 
destroy something so simple. 
But they tasted like the kind of 
nachos made at home with 
Doritoes, Velvcela and canned 
refried beans. My friend ordered 
the chicken fajitas which were 


marinated in a murky brown, 
tasteless sauce — said to be their 
“special” chicken marinade. 

Needless to say, the entire 
dining experience was regretted. 
The service was slow, the sur¬ 
roundings were quite tacky, and 
the food was terrible. Although, 
the prices were decent. 

If you like going out and 
spending money on Mexican 
food that looks and tastes like 
El Charito frozen dinners, Don 
Carlos is your kind of restau¬ 
rant. But if you prefer fresh, 
spicy Mexican food which fills 
you up for under $5.00, 
Ricardo’s Mexican Restaurant is 
your best beu 


New O’Connor album mellow 



By KAY WINNINGHAM 

St aff Reporter 

A sinal 1-framed, completely bald Irish 
girl who entered the music scene in 1985 
wearing combat boots and not much else, 
surprised critics with her violent lyrics and 
extraordinary voice range. 

Sinead O’Connor was only 20 when her 
first album, “The Lion and the Cobra" was 
released. It sold 500,000 copies. At 24, she 
now has an infant son and is married to her 
band's drummer, John Reynolds. Her head 
is beginning to show signs of stubble. She 
has also released a second LP entitled “1 Do 
Not Want What 1 Haven’t Got." 

The new album has a more serious, emo¬ 
tional sound. O’Connor's voice is soothing 
and creates a somewhat mellow mood. 
Most of the songs are quite slow and sim¬ 
ple, relying heavily on her exceptional 
voice. She started writing the first album 
when she was only 15, which may explain 
the difference in the brash sounds of “The 
Lion and the Cobra” and the placid tones of 
the new album. 

The hit single and video “Nothing 
Compares 2U," written by Prince, is the 
number one single on the British charts. 
Although the song’s lyrics deal with the 
age-old and ever-popular subject of lost 
love, this song is by far the best on the 
album. Her voice almost whispers at times 
and becomes entrancing. 

Other songs deal with inner peace, death, 
emotional loss and political justice. In the 
song entitled “Black Boys on Mopeds” she 
sings — “Margaret Thatcher on T.V. / 
Shocked by the deaths that took place in 
Beijing / It seems strange that she should be 
offended / The same orders arc given by her 
/ England's not the mythical land of 
Madame George and roses / It’s the home 
of police that kill black boys on mopeds.” 
As she sings, only an acoustics guitar is 
heard in the background. 


If you want some 
music that might help 
you relax or even lull 
you to sleep, this album 
may do the trick. 

The only two songs with a somewhat 
faster beat are called “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes” and “Jump in the River." These 
songs are only average. The rest of the 
tracks are somber in lone and couple 
O’Connor’s melodic voice with the acous¬ 
tic guitar. Many of the 10 tracks sound 


similar to each other. 

Don’t buy this album if you are expect¬ 
ing to hear the same sound as Sinead 
O'Connor's ftrsL album. But if you want 
some music that might help you relax or 
even lull you to sleep, this album may do 
the trick. 

Some people buy an album, tape or CD 
because there is one or two songs they like 
on it, and end up hating the rest of the songs 
— and becoming tired of the whole thing 
pretty quickly. 1 did that with the purchase 
of this album, that is, I bought it because I 
like only the few songs 1 had heard. But I 
found that it really seemed to grow on me 
after awhile. 



It’s time 
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LSUS wins conference 


By KEVIN FLOWERS 
Managing Editor 

No, it may not have been an 
NCAA game, but for LSUS, the 
victory was just as sweet. 

The campus men’s extramu¬ 
ral baskctbafl team won the 
River Cities Six Championship, 
Monday, by defeating Southern 
University-Shreveport 74-58. 

Led by Robert McGary’s 21 
points and another 17 from 
Steve Hum, the team continued 
the success it enjoyed during the 
regular season in posting a 5-0 
record. 

Kurt Rcnsink, student activi¬ 
ties director and coordinator for 
the team, said the team’s strate¬ 
gy worked well throughout the 
game. “We knew we had to 
make our outside shots and con¬ 
trol the boards to win, and that’s 
what we were able to do." 


Even so, Southern refused to 
give up easily, with three play¬ 
ers scoring in double figures. 
Their team took an early 6-2 
lead and at the half only trailed 
by two. The score was 25-23. 

But as play resumed, LSUS' 
team found its groove and began 
pulling away, widening the gap 
by 10. The score was 41-31 with 
13 minutes remaining in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

From that point on, there was 
no looking back for LSUS. 
Team members out-rebounded 
Southern, who could only come 
within nine points in the final 
minutes of the game. 

Shannon Wall, English 
junior and team member, said 
although the team played slug¬ 
gish early on, they quickly 
picked up their pace. “We were 
a little slow at first, and 
Southern was making some 


good plays, but we were too 
strong inside." 

Both Wall and Rcnsink 
agreed that the team shot well 
from outside in the second half. 
“We were really hitting our 
three-pointers,” Rcnsink said. 

The team used this shooting 
ability in knocking LSU 
Medical Center out of the post 
season tournament by defeating 
them 77-68 in the semi-finals. 

Although acknowledging 
that the team received occasion¬ 
al assistance from other LSUS 
players, Rcnsink gave credit for 
the win to players Scott Heno, 
Richie Graham, Terrence Code, 
Hum, Wull, McGary, and 
McGary’s brother Mark. 

“These guys really carried the 
team through the season,” he said. 
"If any ate of them had been miss¬ 
ing from the game Monday night, 
we may not have won." 


Soccer club travels to 
Texas for final match 


By KEVIN FLOWERS 
Managing Editor 

Once again, the LSUS 
Soccer Club has made traveling 
plans, as its members prepare 
for the last game of the season. 

The club will be going to 
Longview, Texas on April 8 to 
play its final match at the Indoor 
Soccer Action Center. 

Club Coach Abdei Adloo 
said the team has been working 
hard, and he feels confident of 
its’ chances. 

Though the team has been 
unable to recapture the success 
it enjoyed last season in posting 
a 7-1 record, Adloo said he is 
still “pleased with the season." 

The team carries a 2-3 record 
into its match with the Cobras. 

“In our first couple of 
games, we were a little shaky 
because we weren't used to the 
indoor soccer surface," Adloo 
said, adding, “The boys really 
didn’t have an indoor soccer 
background when the season 
started, but now they’ve gotten 
some experience." 

He said he has tried to stress 
to the players the importance of 
working together. “I think 
they’ve improved a lot, but I 
continually tell them that soccer 
is not an individual sport.” 

Dr. Norm Dolch, professor 
of social science and faculty 
advisor to the club, said he, loo, 


is pleased will) the season “in the 
sense that the players seem to be 
enjoying themselves." His only 
complaint is that ihcrc aren't 
more students participating. 
“We’d like to have at least five 
or six more people playing, both 
men and women.” The team cur¬ 
rently has 12 male members. 

But Dolch is pleased that the 
club has managed to involve 
several people from the commu¬ 
nity in its activities. “There arc 
a few spectators who are consis¬ 
tent in coming to every game,” 
he said, adding, “For anyone 
interested in going to our last 
match, transportation will be 
provided, although they must 
get a ticket from a player.” 


When soccer becomes a var¬ 
sity sport this fall, Dolch said 
the fans may have to gel by 
without seeing the club for 
awhile. “We're still not sure 
what’s going to happen next 
semester, but the club will not 
be playing at all during the 
intercollegiate season.” 

In an earlier interview with 
the ALMAGEST, Athletic 
Director Larry Ram bin said 
even though soccer has been 
approved for Division III athlet¬ 
ics, this fail “will be more a lime 
of establishing a playing sched¬ 
ule and organizing a team.” 

As to the club’s future status, 
Dolch said, “We'll just have to 
wait and sec.” 




THE WRITER'S SERVICE 


Proofreading *Edi ting* Organizing 

Typing-Consulting-Word Processing 


Research papers 
(MLA, APA) 
Term Papers 
Reports 
Short Stories 


Mary Elizabeth Krauel 



*41 Hour* abova Mutar’a D*|m 
L Jfm M vmhor nf Phi Kmpp* Phi Hoan- Society 
ISYvma Profcwlonal Etpirieboe 


Manuscripts 

Resumes 

Theses 

Articles 

(318) 869-3587 
816 FJarremont Rd. 

SJwewjwrt, Li 
(Aero** front Town* Oak 
Squarv Shopping Cantor) 


COPYRIGHT SERVICES 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 5 - Body Building 

April 5 - Frisbee Golf 

April 5 - 5K Run 

April 6 - Team Volleyball 

April 11 - Pool Tournament 

April 18 - Badminton Tournament 

April 20 - 2 on 2 Volleyball 

April 21 - Softball Tournament 

April 23 - Med School Tournament 

April 23 - Co-Rec Tournament 

April 27-29 - State Intramural Tournament 


BADMINTON RESULTS 

Men’s Doubles Champs 

Paul Rushing - Mike Sewell 

Runner’s Up 

Jim Cherry - Rick Lancaster 

Women’s Doubles Champs 

Jin S. Ok - Jung Kim 

Runner’s Up 

Terry Matt - Alicia Jeffie 

Co-Rec Champs 
Mike Sewell 
Jin S. Ok 


Runner’s Up 
Paul Rushing 
Theresa Mathes 


New Campus Ministry Offered 
for Students, Faculty, Staff 

An ecumenical campus organization to celebrate 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
If you wish to help organize an inclusive and 
supportive community for this campus 
PLEASE JOIN US ON TUESDAY, April 3 
10:30 a.m., Free Hour 
in Bronson Hall, Room 463 
or call 

Pat Meador, 797-5357 

The Organization Committee will represent the following: 

United Methodist Church, 

National Baptist Church, Protest ant Episcopal Church, and Evangelical Lutheran Church ot Amend 















































Page 12-ALMAGEST - March & f 990 



the back page 




BRIEFS 


Slate Rep. David Duke will 
speak at LSUS on Wednesday, 
April 4, as part of the Student 
Government Association's 
Senatorial Series. 

Duke will speak in the 
University Center Theater at 
noon and again at 7:30 p.m. 
Both sessions are open to stu¬ 
dents, faculty, stall and general 
public at no charge. 

“LSUS Live," the third 
annual LSUS Talent Show, will 
be held at 7 p.m. Friday, April 6 
in the LSUS University Center 
Theater. 

Tickets for the program are 
$2 in advance and $3 at the 
door, and arc available from 
members of the LSUS Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America. 

Following the talent show, 
the Student Activities Board 
will sponsor a dance in the UC 
Ballroom. 

The second Chat With the 
Chancellor, which was sched¬ 
uled for April 4, has been post¬ 


poned until April 17. Questions 
for the forum, which will be 
held in from of the University 
Center, arc still being taken. 

The LSUS College 
Republicans will hold a meeting 
Monday, April 2 at 7 p.m. in the 
University Center's Webster 
Room. 

A new constitution will be 
voted on, and nominations for 
the April 16 election of club 
officers will be taken. 

The Second Annual N. 
Louisiana Science Olympiad 
will be held Saturday, March 31 
at LSUS. 

Included in the olympiad's 
27 events will be mousetrap 
vehicles, a balloon race, and 
bridge building. 

Registration of teams will be 
held from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. in the 
Science Building lobby on the 
day of the olympiad. 

Events begin at 9:30 a.m. 
and continue until 1:30 p.m., 
except for a 30 minute break 
beginning at 11:15. 
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Tired of reading 
the same old lousy 
Almagest? 

Then do something 
about it! 

Now is your chance to 
set the Almagest 
straight. 

JOIN 

the 

ALMAGEST 


It looks good on your 
resume. You get money 
and experience. 

We need reporters and 
photographers. Get your 
application in BH344. 
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SQUIGGLY WORDSEARCH 

by Carol Hall, Computer Science Department 
Can you find these words in the array? 

The key will be posted near the Computer Science Office (SC 119). 

Squiggly is similar to the regular WordSearch pussies you are 
accustomed to finding each week in the Almagest. The difference with 
Squiggly 1 b that the words are positioned in different directions, not 
straight lines. 

Each letter of the word may be positioned in any of the eight 
directions, as long as it doesn't write over another letter, cross the 
boundary o£ the purzleor cross the boundaries of another word- This 
tutsans t&at any itfit&r of one word cannot be us-*d by another word, so 
the more words you find, the easier it will be to find the remainifig 
words- 
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LSUS SPECIALS 
for SKIN and HAIR 
from delb^S? 

0T33OU5 

Summer Hi-lighting 

for a natural, sun-kissed look 

$ 35.00 

Sculptured nail elegance 

with French manicure 

Special Summertime Perms 
*38.50 

Bare is Beautiful for Summertime 
Skin. Deep cleaning facials • Bikini 
waxing • Summer make-up for the 
natural look. Limited time offer. 



LSUS ID Required • 5404 Hearne Ave., Shreveport • (318)636-4437 















































